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0 . ]. SNYDER, DO MASON W. PRESSLY, DO 
JANUARY 22, 2016 
Philadelphia: Rose K. Ginsburg Amphitheater 
Georgia: The Atrium 
11:00 A.M. 
PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 
OUR FOUNDERS 
The annual observance of Founders' Day honors the founders of 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine: Oscar John 
Snyder, DO, and Mason Wiley Pressly, 00. 
Dr. Snyder, who "put the cause of osteopathic medicine above 
personal considerations," was the College's first president. He 
remained with PCOM for 42 years as an advisor and member of 
the Board of Trustees. Or. Snyder was instrumental in obtaining 
the Commonwealth's legal recognition of the College and the 
osteopathic profession through establishing the high standards of 
osteopathic medical education. 
Dr. Pressly, a Presbyterian minister and well-known orator, was 
PCOM's ftrst teacher. He remained on the faculty until1904, 
teaching physiology, the philosophy and principles of osteopathy, 
hygiene and dietetics. He was PCOM's first secretary and 
treasurer, and the de factO dean until 1902. Or. Pressly founded 
The Philadelphia journal of Osteopathy to promote osteopathic 
medicine in Philadelphia and wrote the American Osteopathic 
Association's rust constitution. 
PROGRAM 
Introduction 
John P. Kearney 
Chairman of the Board 
Kenneth J. Veit, DO '76, MBA 
Provost, Senior Vice President for Academic A.lfoirs and Dean 
Invocation 
Dana C. Shaffer, DO '85 
PCOM Alumni Association President 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
Sol Han (MS/Biomed '16) 
President, PCOM Student Government Association 
PCOM Pulmonics 
Welcome 
JayS. Feldstein, DO '81 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Greetings from Student Representative 
Benjamin Daniel Whitfield (DO '16) 
President of the Class of 2016 
Introduction of the Mason W. Pressly Memorial Medal Recipients 
Dr. Veit; MichaelJ. Bova (DO '18) DO Council president, PCOM 
and LaVar S. Williams (MS/Biomed '16), GA-PCOM Student 
Government Association president 
Addresses by the Mason W. Pressly Memorial Medal Recipients 
Zachary M. Herrmann (DO '16) 
Jessica Mormando (DO '16) 
Introduction of the 0. J. Snyder Memorial Medal Recipient 
Dr. Feldstein 
Address by the 0. J. Snyder Memorial Medal Recipient 




0 .] . SNYDER MEMORIAL MEDAL RECIPIENT 
RICHARD A. PASCUCCI, DO '75 
During the past 22 years, Richard A. Pascucci, DO '75, 
has played a vital role in the graduate medical education 
of more than 700 osteopathic physicians at Philadelphia 
College of Osteopathic Medicine. As vice dean for clin-
ical education, he has made it his mission to ensure that 
residents receive a top quality graduate medical education 
that leads them to become competent and caring high quality physicians. He has 
accomplished this mission despite some considerable challenges along the way. 
Soon after Dr. Pascucci was recruited by PCOM in 1993 to return to his alma 
mater as director of medical education and associate dean for graduate medical 
education, the College learned that City Avenue Hospital was being sold. Dr. 
Pascucci wondered if he still had a job. 
"Not only did he still have a job, but it had become more challenging than ever 
with the loss of ownership of our teaching hospital," says Kenneth]. Veit, DO '76, 
MBA, provost, senior vice president for academic affairs and dean. "It took some-
one with a tremendous amount of intelligence, creativity and likability to run a 
high quality graduate medical education without any ownership in a hospital. Rich 
is that person and he rose to the challenge." 
At the same time, Dr. Pascucci also rose to the challenge of developing an OPTI 
consortium that has grown co include 45 partner hospitals of the highest caliber, 
including Lankenau, Lehigh Valley Medical Center, Einstein and Pennsylvania 
Hospital to name a few. 
In the early years, Dr. Pascucci faced the reluctance of some hospital adminis-
trators who felt they were being forced to partner with PCOM under regulatory 
pressure from the American Osteopathic Association. 
"Rich was able to break down the barriers with his congenial nature and his abil-
ity to communicate effectively with all people," says Dr. Veit. "He was the right 
person with the right personality and leadership skills at a time when we were-
and still are--constantly dealing with a difficult environment as hospitals merge, 
form affiliations or close. Rich has been in the middle of it all, maintaining the 
quality of our GME. I can't imagine anyone who could do it better." 
"Now that there is a single accreditation system (ACGME and AOA) for grad-
uate medical education programs, we expect to continue our relationships with 
nearly all 45 of our clinical teaching partners, even though it's no longer required 
by the standards," says Dr. Pascucci. "They value the services PCOM students pro-
vide at their institutions because they know they are top quality medical students. 
They want to be able to recruit our students for their own residency programs." 
In addition to strong relationships forged within PCOM's MedNet program, 
Dr. Pascucci has successfully maintained PCOM's own residency programs with 
about 140 residents every year. "We've preserved high quality residencies in neu-
rosurgery, internal medicine, family medicine, otorhinolaryngology, plastic surgery 
and ophthalmology, among others," he relates. 
One PCOM resident, Kevin Mosca, DO '10, now a plastic and reconstructive 
surgery fellow through PCOM's graduate medical education program, says, 
"Dr. Pascucci understands the value of having great residencies in subspecialties. 
He assured us that he would never let anything happen to the programs and he has 
kept his word." 
Dr. Pascucci also contributed to the development of top quality residents as a 
member of the American Osteopathic Board of Internal Medicine for which he 
submitted questions and developed exams for medical residents for 18 years, nine 
as the primary rheumatology consultant to the board. He considers this to be one 
of the highlights of his career. 
In addition to his role in graduate medical education, Dr. Pascucci enjoys teaching 
in the classroom at all levels. A specialist in rheumatology, he has taught medicine to 
medical students, physician assistant students and residents, as well as attending 
physicians at Grand Rounds and continuing medical education conferences. 
Dr. Mosca recalls Dr. Pascucci as a teacher: "Dr. Pascucci was always available to 
talk with you and he welcomed feedback," he relates. "He consistently encouraged 
honesty and openness." 
What does Dr. Pascucci consider the most important lessons he taught his students? 
"Wh~t's most important is ro treat every patient as if they' re a member of your 
own family," he says. "If you do that, you won't let other factors distract you from 
doing what is best and you'll take excellent care of your patients. 
"A close second is to remain diverse," he continues. "Don't just spend your 
whole life being a doctor. It's an important calling, and my occupation as a 
physician and my role as a teacher has been very important to me, but family 
comes ftrst. I always preach that to the residents." 
Dr. Pascucci has walked the talk. Married for 42 years to his wife, Patricia, he 
has always been active with their four children, coaching their baseball and soccer 
teams for a number of years. A fan of all Philadelphia sports teams, Dr. Pascucci 
also enjoys playing golf and bowling. Now blessed with eight grandchildren, 
spending quality time with his wife and family is more important than ever. 
"I fear that sometimes physicians can lose track of that," he reflects. "They get 
distracted with their reputation, the high honor of being a physician, money and 
prestige to the detriment of their family life. I've tried to ftnd a balance berween 
the two." 
Although he retired from his clinical practice in 2015, Dr. Pascucci plans to 
continue teaching and participating as chief academic officer of the OPTI program 
while continuing to work closely with Clinical Education and GME at PCOM. 
"I still enjoy what I am doing," he says. 
He hopes to be remembered as a hard working, persevering physician and 
teacher who did his absolute best to assure residents that they would have a quality 
graduate medical education, and that they would become highly competenr and 
caring physicians. 
SELECTED CURRICULUM VITAE 
• Dr. Pascucci has served PCOM for more than two decades in increasing 
capacities; he presently serves as vice dean for clinical education, chief 
academic officer ofPCOM MEDNet, and professor of medicine. He 
previously held academic appointments at Michigan State University, 
Lansing General Hospital, and New York College of Osteopathic Medicine. 
• Dr. Pascucci has been recognized for his many contributions to the 
osteopathic medical profession- including his work as an educator, 
mentor and physician. Among his many accolades, he received the Out-
standingTeaching Fellow from the University of Louisville (1980), the 
Distinguished Teaching Award from Suburban General Hospital (1984), 
the Golden Apple Teaching Award from Michigan State University Col-
lege of Osteopathic Medicine (1992), and the Certificate of Honor from 
thePCOM 
Alumni Association (2015). He was appointed to Who's Who in the 
Midwest (1987), Whos Who of Emerging Leaders in America (1998), 
Whos Who in American Educators (1990), Whos Who in the World (1993), 
International Whos Who of Professionals (1996), and Marquis Whos Who 
in Medicine and Healthcare (1996). He was named a Founding Fellow by 
the American College of Rheumatology and a Fellow of the American 
College of Osteopathic Internists. 
• Dr. Pascucci has contributed his time and service to the American College 
of Osteopathic Internists, the American Osteopathic Board oflnternal 
Medicine, the American Osteopathic Directors and Medical Educators, 
and the Bureau of Osteopathic Specialists of the American Osteopathic 
Association. He served as a member, and for a year, as president of the 
Board of Directors of the PCOM Alumni Association. 
• Dr. Pascucci has published a number of scholarly articles in his field, and 
he has presented at more than 40 professional conferences on the topics of 
rheumatoid arthritis, osteoporosis, gout and inflammatory muscle disease. 
• Dr. Pascucci holds a bachelor's degree from Saint Joseph's University and a doc-
tor of osteopathic medicine degree from PCOM. He completed his rotating 
internship and internal medicine residency at Suburban General Hospital and 
his fellowship in rheumatology and clinical immunology at the University of 
Louisville. Dr. Pascucci is board certified in both internal medicine and rheu-
matology by the American Osteopathic Board of Internal Medicine. 
MASON W. PRESSLY MEMORIAL MEDAL RECIPIENT 
ZACHARY M. HERRMANN (DO '16) 
Each year in the United States, on average 250 to 400 
physicians die by suicide-equivalent to at least one medical 
school class. Suicide is also among the most common causes 
of death among medical students. Untreated depression is 
usually the root cause, and depression affects medical stu-
dents and residents at a rate that is 15 to 30 percent higher 
than the general population. 
These sobering statistics compelled Zachary M. Herrmann (DO '16), to 
co-chair the establishment of a SWAT team, now known as SWATII (Student 
We!Lness and Academic Transition Team Initiative). The team's mission is to find 
creative ways to lower the stress level of medical students at Philadelphia College 
of Osteopathic Medicine, as well as to increase awareness of mental health disor-
ders among medical students and reduce the stigma surrounding them. 
The SWATII program begins at fust-year student orientation, where Mr. 
Herrmann and his colleagues discuss mental health issues so students are better 
prepared to recognize and deal with them. Students are encouraged tO participate 
in the "Patient Perspective," a forum for increasing awareness by sharing their 
mental health struggles with fellow students. 
Through Mr. Herrmann's leadership, SWATII also expanded the "Bigs & 
Littles" peer support program for first- and second-year students co include one-
on-one emotional and moral support. 
"If we don't teach medical students how tO deal with depression and other 
mental health issues now, how will they ever handle it as residents and attending 
physicians?" Mr. Herrmann asks. "We want to send the message that it's okay if 
you're dealing with mental health issues and help is available." 
Mr. Herrmann has also been instrumental in community outreach efforts, estab-
lishing a connection between PCOM and the LifeZone HN/AIDS Awareness 
Organization. Through this project, PCOM students participate in sexually trans-
mitted disease awareness events at high schools throughout the Philadelphia area. 
"We present the medical side ofHN/AIDS while other participants provide the 
human side of living with the disease," explains Mr. Herrmann. "The high school 
students ask a lot of questions and we do a lot of 'myth busting' because sex edu-
cation is not taught in many schools these days, which makes this outreach effort 
even more important. Just as important, we encourage students to reach out to 
their family doctor and to not be embarrassed to ask for more information." 
Looking ahead, Mr. Herrmann plans a residency in psychiatry and a career 
in academic research as well as clinical work. "I feel compelled to do research 
because, ultimately, that dictates the best treatment for patients. " 
MASON W. PRESSLY MEMORIAL MEDAL RECIPIENT 
JESSICA MORMANDO (DO '16) 
Jessica Mormando (DO '16) is by nature a person 
who likes to advocate for other people. As an officer of 
the Georgia Campus - PCOM Student Government 
Association and DO Council, she has fielded many ques-
tions from her classmates and addressed many of their con-
cerns. Among the most pressing concerns she found was, 
"Why don't we have a structured mentoring program for medical students?" 
Why, indeed? Ms. Mormando took the proverbial bull by the horns and over 
the course of one year, developed a structured mentoring program with faculty 
support. She singlehandedly recruited more than 100 resident and attending 
physicians to serve as mentors. "Ir was very much about getting into the trenches, 
calling and emailing physicians individually," she relates. "I went to the Georgia 
Osteopathic Medical Association for a list of their physicians. I also reviewed our 
campus' preceptor list. 
I sent out almost 1,000 emails." 
In September 2015, the mentoring program officially began with a structure 
of"mencor families" developed by Ms. Mormando. Each family includes one 
resident, one attending physician, a first-year student and a second-year student. 
Some third-year students also participate. 
"Many first-year students say they wouldn't have made it through the first 
semester without the guidance and support provided by their second-year men-
tors," notes Ms. Mormando. And many students say that the encouragement and 
support they received from the participating physicians and upper classmen has 
been as valuable as the information they provide. 
The artending physicians also arrange networking opportunities and shadowing 
opportunities for first- and second-year students that are specialty specific. "If a 
student is interested in emergency medicine, for example, a shadowing experience 
gives the student an inside look at what it's like to be an EM physician and the 
different career paths within that specialty," explains Ms. Mormando. 
In addition ro the highly successful mentoring program, Ms. Mormando is cur-
rently developing a professional development series of panel presentations that she 
hopes will be incorporated into the GA-PCOM DO curriculum beginning in fall 
2016. The panels will include residents and attending physicians who will offer 
advice and answer questions about the residency match process. Residents and 
attending physicians will discuss what they feel is important when applying for 
residency in various specialties. 
As Ms. Mormando moves on to a residency in general surgery, she hopes that 
the mentorship program and professional development series she has established 
will continue to help make the osteopathic medical school experience less stressful 
for future GA-PCOM students. 
THE 0. J. SNYDER MEMORIAL MEDAL 
The O.J Snyder Memorial Meda~ presented in memory of the co-founder of 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, is the Colleges highest award to 
recognize leadership and service to the osteopathic profession and to the College. 
1953 DavidS. B. Pennock, MD, DO* 
1954 Margaret H. Jones, DO* 
1955 Chester D. Swope, DO* 
1956 Russell C. McCaughan, DO* 
1958 Phil R. Russell, DO* 
1959 Ira W. Drew, DO '11 * 
1960 C. Paul Snyder, DO '10* 
1961 James M. Earon, DO '28* 
1962 J. Ernest Leuzinger, DO '24* 
1963 H. Walter Evans, DO ' 17* 
1964 Paul T. Lloyd, DO '23* 
1966 Angus G. Cathie, DO '31 * 
1967 Carlton Street, DO '24* 
1968 Edwin H. Cressman, DO '26* 
1969 Edgar 0. Holden, DO ' U * 
1970 Frederic H. Barth, LLD (Hon.)* 
1971 Joseph F. Py, DO '26* 
1972 George W. Northup, DO '39* 
1973 William F. Daiber, DO '28* 
1974 Herman Kohn, DO '27* 
1975 WilliamS. Spaeth, DO '25* 
1976 Mortimer J. Sullivan, DO '21 * 
1977 A. Aline Swift, DO '34* 
1978 Foster C. True, DO '22* 
1979 Frank E. Gruber, DO '26* 
1980 Leo C. Wagner, DO '26* 
1981 R. MacFarlane Tilley, DO '23* 
1982 M. Carman Pettapiece, DO '32* 
1983 George H. Guest, DO '36* 
1984 Thomas M. Rowland, Jr. , 
LLD (Hon.), DSc (Hon.)* 
1985 Galen S. Young, Sr., DO '35* 
1986 David Heilig, DO '44* 
1987 W. Kenneth Riland, DO '36* 
1988 RichardS. Koch, DO '38* 
1989 Ruth E. Purdy, DO '50* 
1990 Morton E. Terry, DO '45* 
1991 Arnold Gerber, DO '40* 
1992 Emanuel Fliegelman, DO '42* 
1993 Robert L. Meals, DO '56* 
1994 Fairman L. Denlinger, DO '53* 
1995 Lester Eisenberg, DO '38* 
1996 Albert F. D'Alonzo, DO '56* 
1997 Frieda 0 . Vickers, DO '39* 
1998 Robert M. Fogel, DO '58 
1999 Nicholas C. Pedano, DO '61 * 
2000 Leonard H. Finkelstein, DO '59 
2001 Ronald R. Blanck, DO '67 
2002 Joseph M. Pellettiere, Jr., DO '48* 
2003 Leonard W. Johnson, DO '64* 
2004 Herbert Lotman, LLD (Hon.)* 
2005 Carol A. Fox, MM 
2006 Robert W. England, DO '56* 
2007 John Simelaro, DO '71 
2008 James H. Black, DO '62 
2009 John W . Becher, DO '70 
2010 John A. Cifala, DO '45* 
2011 RobertS. Maurer, DO '62 
2012 Kenneth J. Veit, DO '76, MBA 
2013 Saul Jeck, DO 
2014 Matthew Schure, PhD 
2015 Oliver C. Bullock, DO '78 
Joseph A. Dieterle, DO '70 
2016 Richard A. Pascucci, DO 7 5 
Deceased* 
THE MASON W. PRESSLY MEMORIAL MEDAL 
The Mason W Pressly Memorial Medal is presented by PCOM to the student 
who is recognized by students, faculty and the administration for outstanding 
achievement and service to the College, the community and the osteopathic pro-
fession and is selected by representatives of the overall College community. 
1999 Dana Hamilton, DO '99 
2000 Alison Leff, DO '00 
2001 Constance Gasda, DO '01 
2002 Edward]. Armbruster, DO '02 
2003 Joshua M. Baron, DO '03 
2004 Stacey Franz, DO '04 
2005 Nicholas Bower, DO '05 
2006 Gregory A. Skochko, DO '06 
2007 Jessica Masser, DO '07 
2008 Sallee Eckler Jones, PhD, DO '08 
2009 Helen Anne Chang, DO '09 
Trupti Ramesh Patel, DO '09, 
GA-PCOM 
2010 DavidA. Rand, DO '10 
Helen R. Levey, DO '10, 
GA-PCOM 
20 11 John M. Clark, DO '11 
Nilam Shah Vaughan, DO '11, 
GA-PCOM 
2012 Robert Timothy Bryan, DO ' 12 
Kaitlin Kobaitri, DO '12, 
GA- PCOM 
2013 Mark A. Vila, MBA, DO '13 
Annise K. Chung, DO '13, 
GA- PCOM 
2014 Matthew V. Speicher, DO '14 
Jason 0. Milton, DO '14, 
PharmD, MBA, GA- PCOM 
2015 Valerie L. Moore, DO '15 
Lauren E. Smith (DO '16), 
GA-PCOM 
2016 Zachary M. Heermann (DO '16) 
JessicaMormando (DO '16), 
GA-PCOM 
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